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human  affairs   ultimately  turns  is  the  growth  of
certain metaphysical conceptions.    There is a pre-
liminary difficulty in seeing how such  pretensions
can be established.    The philosopher in his study or
his   lecture room discusses problems in which the
enormously preponderating majority of the race has
so little interest, that it is not even aware that there
are any such problems to be discussed.     He lays
down dogmas so vague and unsatisfactory that half
his hearers give up the attempt to understand, or
understand them in a sense which the more intelli-
gent  half would  utterly   repudiate ;   and   that in-
telligent half is itself divided into different schools,
interpreting the  dogmas in radically contradictory
ways.    Is it not hard  to  believe  that speculation
leads to vast results, when for ninety-nine men out
of a hundred it is practically non-existent, and with
the  small   minority it  amounts  to providing  new
weapons   for endless controversy?     We  must,   of
course, admit that men's conduct is in some sense
determined by their thoughts.    Change the radical
beliefs,  and   you  will certainly change  the  whole
constitution of society.   And, again, it is obvious that
in one sphere of thought the progress of inquiry is of
vast importance.    Nobody can deny that scientific
and  mechanical discoveries have, for good or evil,

materially affected our lives.    The great inventions
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